Legendary Reputation.
Exceptional Experience.

ABOUT THE FIRM

Cecil Abraham & Partners
is a leading law firm based in
Malaysia, renowned for our
expertise in the area of
dispute resolution.

Cecil Abraham & Partners comprises lawyers with experience in both domestic and
international dispute resolution.
We offer clients a wide range of comprehensive legal solutions from strategic and
preventive advice, to representation in court and in commercial and investment treaty
arbitration.

We have worked with financial institutions, government agencies and many of the world’s
leading multinational companies, resolving disputes and protecting business and other

At Cecil Abraham & Partners, we are committed to understanding our client’s unique

interests. Our services include highlighting opportunities and protecting against possible

challenges so that we may focus our experience and expertise in delivering solutions. We

risks.

are well-equipped to handle multi-jurisdictional disputes wherever parties may be based.
We enable clients to realise solutions by providing clarity of thought and advice, and

Our knowledge extends beyond law.
We are focused on the requirements of the
business world.

delivering smart and efficient dispute resolution solutions.

ABOUT THE FIRM

Accolades & Recognition

Cecil Abraham & Partners has been regularly recognised by Asia Law Profiles,
Chambers & Partners Asia Pacific, Global Arbitration Review, Legal 500 Asia
Pacific and Who’s Who Legal in the area of Dispute Resolution.

“
Benchmark Litigation

once again being recognised by Benchmark Litigation for the year
Disputes and White Collar Crime.

venture, fraud and defamation cases. Noted for its representation of

Tan Sri Dato’ Cecil Abraham and Rishwant Singh has been

clients in high-stakes mandates, including in the appellate courts.

Chambers Asia Pacific

– Chambers Asia Pacific 2021

Leading Firm 2021

”

Ahmad Amirudin have been recognised as Future Stars.

“

Year’ award for Cecil Abraham & Partners at the prestigious 2021
Benchmark Litigation Asia-Pacific Awards.

“
Asia-Pacific Awards 2020

practice. Adeptly assists leading Malaysian and foreign clients with
energy, land and construction disputes, as well as shareholder, joint

Tan Sri Dato’ Cecil Abraham also received ‘Malaysia Lawyer of the

Benchmark Litigation

Boutique dispute resolution firm with a broad litigation and arbitration

2021 in respect of its work in Commercial Litigation, Construction

recognised as Litigation Stars whilst Dato’ Sunil Abraham and Aniz

Asia-Pacific Awards 2021

“

Cecil Abraham & Partners is pleased to announce that the firm has

”

Cecil Abraham & Partners acts in a broad range of civil, commercial and
construction disputes. Its practice varies from court and arbitration
appearances to advice – both strategic and preventative – in the areas of
practice referred to above. The members of the firm have significant

Tan Sri Dato’ Cecil Abraham was the recipient of the “Hall of Fame”

court and arbitration (including investment treaty) experience. In recent

award at the Benchmark Litigation Asia-Pacific Awards 2020.

years, clients have come to the firm for assistance in a wide range of

”

The Legal 500 Asia Pacific
Top Tier 2021

matters including those relating to commercial disputes, fraud litigation,
extradition and mutual assistance in criminal matters.
– Legal 500 Asia Pacific 2021

”

ABOUT THE FIRM

Accolades & Recognition

Cecil Abraham & Partners has been regularly recognised by Asia Law Profiles,
Chambers & Partners Asia Pacific, Global Arbitration Review, Legal 500 Asia
Pacific and Who’s Who Legal in the area of Dispute Resolution.

“

“

At the 7th annual ALB Malaysia Law Awards held virtually on 14
August 2020, our Senior Partner, Tan Sri Dato’ Cecil Abraham,

‘Cecil Abraham is “Malaysia’s leading international arbitrator”’, remark
sources who applaud his experience. ‘(He has) sat on numerous

received the “Dispute Resolution Lawyer of the Year” award whilst

investment treaty claims as arbitrator – be it under the ICSID Rules or the

the firm received the “Dispute Resolution Boutique Law Firm of the

UNCITRAL Rules.’

Year” award.

Asian Legal Business
ALB Malaysia Law Awards 2020

”

Who’s Who Legal
Arbitration 2020
Litigation 2019

Cecil Abraham is “a big name” in the region thanks to his extensive
experience handling contentious proceedings before an array of courts,
including appellate tribunals and the Supreme Court.

“

Cecil Abraham is among the most experienced commercial litigators in the

Arguably Malaysia’s most prominent international arbitrator,

market and sits among “the best of the best in Malaysia”.

Abraham has sat on over 55 commercial cases. He is Malaysia’s

– Who’s Who Legal 2017

appointee to the ICSID panel of arbitrators, and represents the state
on the ICC Court and as a member of the Permanent Court of

“

Arbitration. He is a member of the advisory boards of the

Global Arbitration Review
GAR 100 12th Edition, 2019

International Council of Commercial Arbitration and the Kuala
Lumpur Regional Centre for Arbitration (KLRCA).

”

At the recent Benchmark Litigation Asia-Pacific Awards 2019 held in
Hong Kong on 19th September 2019, our Senior Partner, Tan Sri Dato’
Cecil Abraham, received the “Lawyer of the Year” award whilst the firm

”

was recognised as the “Boutique Firm of the Year” and also received a
special award for “Impact Case of the Year – Malaysian decision to widen

Benchmark Litigation
Asia-Pacific Awards 2019

the test for seeking to challenge an Arbitral Award.”

”

ABOUT THE FIRM

Accolades & Recognition

Cecil Abraham & Partners has been regularly recognised by Asia Law Profiles,
Chambers & Partners Asia Pacific, Global Arbitration Review, Legal 500 Asia
Pacific and Who’s Who Legal in the area of Dispute Resolution.

“

“

The highly regarded team handles complex, high–profile disputes across a broad
range of industry sectors. Highlights included representing Petronas in a Federal
Court dispute with the State of Kelantan government.
– Legal 500 Asia Pacific 2017

”

Abraham is a renowned figure in the market, highly
experienced in both litigation and arbitration and praised
by clients as "clinically incisive" in his approach.

Top Tier 2020

Chambers Asia Pacific
‘Cecil Abraham & Partners is a heavyweight. The new firm has hit the ground

“

running,’ says one rival partner. Cecil Abraham and Sunil Abraham are representing

”

– Chambers Asia Pacific 2017

Leading Firm 2018

Astro All Asia Networks, Maxis Communications, South-East Asia Entertainment

Cecil Abraham has a ‘legendary reputation in Malaysia’
and handles a significant number of appellate and

Holdings, Ananda Krishnan and Ralph Marshall in a charge sheet before the 2G

arbitration cases. He is also regularly involved in

”

international disputes and investment arbitrations as an

special court in New Delhi.
– Asia Law Profiles 2017

Asia Law Profiles

and accessibility. Clients assert: "They are always wellprepared, efficient and have quick response times. Cecil

The Legal 500 Asia Pacific

“

“The department earns plaudits for its smooth service

arbitrator. Clients particularly appreciate his ‘excellent
legal knowledge and strategic guidance.’

Highly Recommended 2020

”

– Chambers Asia Pacific 2014

“
Asian Legal Business

In 2016, Tan Sri Dato' Cecil W. M. Abraham was named by Asian Legal Business as ‘Dispute Resolution
Practitioner of the Year’. In the same year, Dato' Sunil Abraham was named by Asian Legal Business in the Top 40
Under 40 Practitioners in Asia.

”

OUR PEOPLE

Cecil Abraham & Partners
works in efficient, tight-knit teams
dedicated to producing results.

Tan Sri Dato' Cecil
W. M. Abraham

Rishwant Singh

Dato’ Sunil Abraham

Aniz Ahmad Amirudin

Partner

Partner

Partner

Senior Partner
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Shabudin

Anne Sangeetha
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Associate
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OUR PEOPLE

Tan Sri Dato' Cecil W. M. Abraham
S E N I O R PA R T N E R
YEAR OF CALL: 1970

Expertise
•

Corporate and Commercial Litigation

•

Media Law Disputes

•

Commercial and Investment Treaty Arbitration

•

Public & Administrative Law

•

Environmental Law

Tan Sri Dato’ Cecil Abraham is the Senior Partner at Cecil Abraham & Partners. His career at the

The Speaker of Dewan Undangan Negeri Sarawak, Datuk Amar Mohamad Asfia Awang Nassar v Ting

Malaysian Bar spans 50 years.

Tiong Choon & Ors and other appeals [2020] 2 AMR 313; the validity of introducer agreements within

Within that time, he has appeared in all the divisions of the High Court of Malaya. He has appeared
regularly before the Court of Appeal, the Federal Court, the Special Court and the Privy Council. He has
over 300 reported decisions of note to his name. He is first and foremost an advocate and is regarded
by his peers and clients alike as one of Malaysia’s leading counsel known to be devastatingly effective in

the meaning of Section 24 of the Contracts Act 1950 in Wong Yee Boon v Gainvest Builders Sdn Bhd
[2020] 2 CLJ 727; enforcement and setting-aside of arbitration awards in Far East Holdings Bhd & Anor
v Majlis Ugama Islam dan Adat Resam Melayu Pahang and another appeal [2018] 1 MLJ 1, unjust
enrichment in Dream Property Sdn Bhd v Atlas Housing Sdn Bhd [2015] 2 MLJ 441, to name but a few.

Court. He has a strong reputation for dealing with complex disputes where the stakes are high, and is

He holds the distinction of having acted for the former Prime Minister of Singapore, the late Mr. Lee

known to work hard to achieve a satisfactory result for his clients.

Kuan Yew, and several Prime Ministers of Malaysia. He is also regularly appointed as an arbitrator in

Tan Sri Dato’ Cecil Abraham’s practice covers a wide breadth of areas that includes Corporate and
Commercial, Environmental, Banking and Securities, Insurance, Maritime, and Competition Law as well

domestic and in international commercial arbitrations and is the only Malaysian to be regularly
appointed as an arbitrator in investment treaty disputes.

as Arbitration. He has in recent times argued the leading cases in Malaysia concerning the applicable

He has been regularly recognised as a leading individual by Legal 500 Asia Pacific, Asia Law Profiles and

principles relating to the termination of contracts in Catajaya Sdn Bhd v Shoppoint Sdn Bhd [2021] 2

is ranked in Tier 1 by Chambers & Partners Asia Pacific as well as Who’s Who Legal in the area of

MLJ 374, the applicable test to applications for review under Rule 137 of the Rules of the Federal Court

dispute resolution for both litigation and arbitration. In 2016, he was named by Asian Legal Business as

1995 as well as the application of the de-facto doctrine in Yong Tshu Khin & Anor v Dahan Cipta Sdn

Dispute Resolution Practitioner of the Year. In 2019, he was named by Benchmark Litigation as Dispute

Bhd & Anor and Other Appeals [2021] 1 MLJ 47, the adjudication of construction claims in Ireka

Resolution Practitioner of the Year. In 2020, he was named by Asian Legal Business as Dispute

Engineering & Construction Sdn Bhd v PWC Corporation Sdn Bhd [2020] 1 CLJ 193; constitutional law

Resolution Practitioner of the Year. In 2021, he was named by Benchmark Litigation as Dispute

issues relating to the proper practice and procedures to be adopted by State Legislative Assemblies in

Resolution Practitioner of the Year.

OUR PEOPLE

Rishwant Singh
PA R T N E R
YEAR OF CALL: 1999

Expertise
•

Civil and Commercial disputes

•

Competition Law

•

Capital Markets and Financial Services

•

Media Law

•

Shareholder disputes

•

Telecommunications

•

Clubs and Unincorporated Associations

Rishwant Singh is a partner at Cecil Abraham & Partners. He specialises in civil and commercial dispute

CLJ 251 relating to libel and malicious falsehood including online publications and the liability of a

resolution and appears regularly before the Malaysian courts. He has appeared before the High Court,

publisher of a hyperlink; and Terengganu Forest Products Sdn Bhd v Cosco Container Lines Ltd & Anor

Court of Appeal and Federal Court in commercial and shareholders disputes, claims in contract and

and other applications [2011] 1 MLJ 25, which is the leading case on the applicable test in civil cases for

tort, privacy and breach of confidence claims, land disputes, administrative and constitutional law

the grant of leave to appeal to the Federal Court in civil and commercial matters.

matters, capital markets and securities disputes, claims in defamation and media, and competition and
antitrust disputes.

He has acted and advised clients in investigations that have been conducted by the Inland Revenue
Board in relation to offshore bank accounts and accounts held in various offshore jurisdictions. He has

Rishwant Singh has appeared in several landmark decisions before the apex court in Malaysia,

also acted and advised high net worth individuals, ranking public officers, listed entities and foreign

including: the Federal Court’s decision in The Speaker of Dewan Undangan Negeri Sarawak, ”Datuk

defence contractors in investigations involving allegations of corruption and money laundering.

Amar Mohamad Asfia Awang Nassar” v Ting Tiong Choon & Ors and other appeals [2020] 2 AMR 313,
which was a constitutional law matter relating to the practice and procedures of state legislative
assembly; CIMB Bank Malaysia Berhad v Maybank Trustees Bhd & 10 other appeals [2014] 3 MLJ 169
relating to the duties and liabilities of lead arrangers as well as that of facility agents and issue agents in
relation to information memoranda; State Government of Kelantan v Petroliam Nasional Berhad [2014]
6 MLJ 31 pertaining to the territorial rights of States of Malaysia over petroleum won and saved
offshore in the continental shelf and the test applicable for a case to be heard and decided solely on a
question of law in a civil claim; Stemlife Berhad v Bristol Myerrs Squibb (M) Sdn Bhd & Anor [2010] 3

Rishwant has previously appeared before the Tax Commissioners and in related judicial review
proceedings before the High Court, Court of Appeal and the Federal Court of Malaysia in relation to
decisions taken by the Inland Revenue Board and its rulings. In addition, he has appeared in a
competition law dispute involving the Competition Commission of Malaysia and the Competition
Appeals Tribunal.
He has previously given expert evidence on Malaysian law before the courts of Australia and Singapore.

OUR PEOPLE

Dato’ Sunil Abraham
PA R T N E R
YEAR OF CALL: 2004

Expertise
•

Banking and Securities Disputes

•

Media Law Disputes

•

Corporate and Commercial Disputes

•

Public & Administrative Law Disputes

•

Commercial Arbitration

•

Telecommunications

•

Environmental Law

Dato’ Sunil Abraham is a partner at Cecil Abraham & Partners. He specialises in Corporate and

He has successfully represented Raub Australian Gold Mining Sdn Bhd in a defamation claim against

Commercial, Banking and Securities, Media, Telecommunications, Public & Administrative and

Mkini Dotcom Sdn Bhd (reported in Raub Australian Gold Mining Sdn Bhd v Mkini Dotcom Sdn Bhd &

Environmental Law disputes as well as in Arbitration disputes. He has significant advocacy experience

Ors [2018] 4 MLJ 209) involving issues relating to the law on responsible journalism and reportage.

before the High Court, Court of Appeal and Federal Court and before arbitral tribunals.

Dato’ Sunil Abraham has also had the distinction of representing several ministers within the

He has appeared in a number of noteworthy cases before the Federal Court pertaining to the

Government of Malaysia in numerous libel claims.

registration and enforcement of arbitral awards in Siemens Industry Software GmbH Co Kg (Germany)

He has also successfully represented Lynas Malaysia Sdn Bhd in high-profile environmental law

(formerly known as Innotec GmbH) v Jacob and Toralf Consulting Sdn Bhd (formerly known as Innotec

disputes instituted by local residents and involving the regulators as well as numerous developers in

Asia Pacific Sdn Bhd (M)) & Ors [2020] 3 MLJ; the validity and enforceability of introducer agreements

planning law disputes.

within the meaning of Section 24 of the Contracts Act 1950 in Wong Yee Boon v Gainvest Builders Sdn
Bhd [2020] 2 CLJ 727; the application of Section 10 of the Arbitration Act 2005 in Arch Reinsurance Ltd
v Akay Holdings Ltd [2019] 1 CLJ 305; the applicable test for forgery in civil claims in Letchumanan
Chettiar Alagappan (as the executor of the Estate to SL Alameloo Achi (Deceased) & Anor v Secure
Plantations Sdn Bhd [2017] 5 CLJ 418; the applicable principles relating to the granting of interim relief
in arbitration disputes in AV Asia Sdn Bhd v Measat Broadcast Network Systems Sdn Bhd [2014] 3 MLJ
61; the powers of liquidators in Ooi Woon Chee & Anor v Dato’ See Teow Chuan & Ors [2012] 2 MLJ 713,
to name but a few.

He has appeared as co-counsel for the Government of Malaysia in an investment treaty arbitration
claim instituted by Malaysian Historical Salvors and as co-counsel for investors in investment treaty
disputes. He also sits as an arbitrator in commercial and infrastructure related disputes.
He has been recognised as a leading individual by Legal 500 Asia Pacific, Benchmark Litigation and
Asialaw Profiles as well as ranked by Chambers & Partners Asia Pacific in the area of dispute resolution.
He has also been recognised in Who’s Who Legal as a Future Leader in Arbitration. In 2016, he was
named by Asian Legal Business in the Top 40 Under 40 Practitioners in Asia.

OUR PEOPLE

Aniz Ahmad Amirudin
PA R T N E R
YEAR OF CALL: 2005

Expertise
•

Corporate and Commercial Disputes

•

Arbitration

•

Construction and Infrastructure Disputes

•

Adjudication

Aniz Ahmad Amirudin is a partner at Cecil Abraham & Partners specialising in Construction &

•

Infrastructure as well as Arbitration and Adjudication. He has extensive experience in both advisory
and advocacy aspects in these areas and has been involved in both international and domestic
arbitrations held under the auspices of the AIAC, SIAC, ICC and LMAA rules.

oil development project in Sudan.
•

commercial disputes and has appeared as counsel before the High Court of Malaya, Court of Appeal of

Counsel in the related garnishee proceedings.
•

•

•

Acted for custodian in a suit instituted by a fund manager, insurance company and pensions fund
involving losses in excess of RM36m.

•

•

Acted for purchasers in a suit by vendors of duplex stainless steel piping materials.

•

Acted for shareholders in a suit surrounding the ownership of a 1400MW coal fired independent
power plant.

Acted for a building owner in a suit instituted against employers and contractors for damages
caused in the region of RM4m.

Advised a petroleum company on exposure to claims pursued by various parties on projects in
Malaysia and Sudan.

Bhd v TSR Bina Sdn Bhd [2020] MLJU 808, to name but a few.
•

Advised insurers on liability and quantum in respect of damage to 3rd party property and acting
for insurers in the related suit.

includes Ireka Engineering & Construction Sdn Bhd v PWC Corporation Sdn Bhd & Other Appeals
[2020] 1 CLJ 193, Majlis Perbandaran Kuantan v Kining Exeton Sdn Bhd [2021] MLJU 536, Hiform Sdn

Advised the employers on disputes with their consultants relating to the provision of building
lighting consultancy services.

Malaysia and the Federal Court of Malaysia.
Some of the more recent landmark decisions he has appeared in relation to construction disputes

Acted for an employer against the main contractor in an application to set aside an arbitration
award in respect of a RM33.2m medium cost apartment project in Shah Alam and acted as

Aniz sits both as an Arbitrator and as an Adjudicator on various construction disputes being a panel
member of AIAC. Apart from construction disputes, Aniz is also an active litigator focusing on

Advised the main contractors on disputes with the owner relating to a USD239m contract on an

•

Advised the contractor on disputes in respect of a contract for the construction and completion
of a sewer network in Saudi Arabia.

OUR EXPERTISE

Cecil Abraham & Partners
offers broad dispute resolution
experience & dept of talent.

Areas of Practice
Cecil Abraham & Partners’ broad dispute resolution experience and the depth of

•

Antitrust and Competition

our talent means that clients bring some of their most challenging and critical

•

Arbitration (Commercial, Construction & Investment Treaty)

issues to us.

•

Capital Markets and Securities Disputes

•

Civil Claims - contracts, torts including defamation and media; privacy;

Whether you are a corporation, a government agency, an organisation or a private
individual, we are focused on protecting your interests both domestically and
abroad.
The firm advises and represents clients including multinationals, small- and
medium-sized enterprises, financial institutions, investment funds, not-for-profit
organisations, charities, public sector entities, regulatory authorities, government
agencies, States and a host of international organisations.

breach of confidence
•

Clubs & Unincorporated Associations

•

Commercial Law

•

Construction and Infrastructure

•

Energy and Telecommunications

•

Insurance and Banking

•

Land and General Property

•

Public and Administrative Law

•

Probate and Administration Law

•

White-collar Crime, Blue-collar Crime and Corporate Governance

OUR EXPERTISE

Notable Reported Cases

2021

•

Catajaya Sdn Bhd v Shoppoint Sdn Bhd [2021] 2 MLJ 374, which addresses the applicable principles and requirements for seeking to terminating a contract in Malaysia.

•

Yong Tshu Khin & Anor v Dahan Cipta Sdn Bhd & Anor and Other Appeals [2021] 1 MLJ 47, which addresses the applicable test in relation to applications for review under Rule 137 of the
Rules of the Federal Court 1995 as well as the application of the de-facto doctrine in Malaysia generally.

2020

•

The Speaker of Dewan Undangan Negeri Sarawak, “Datuk Amar Mohamad Asfia Awang Nassar” v Ting Tiong Choon & Ors and other appeals [2020] 2 AMR 313, which addresses the
constitutional law issues pertaining to the jurisdiction and powers of a State Legislative Assembly generally. This decision is also significant as it deals with the question of whether an
individual with foreign citizenship (albeit, subsequently renounced) can thereafter stand for election in Malaysia given that Malaysia does not recognise dual citizenship.

•

Ireka Engineering & Construction Sdn Bhd v PWC Corporation Sdn Bhd [2020] 1 CLJ 193, which addresses the conflict in law in Malaysia in confirming that the Construction Industry
Payment and Adjudication Act 2012 is to have prospective effect.

•

Wong Yee Boon v Gainvest Builders Sdn Bhd [2020] 2 CLJ 727, which discusses in part the validity and enforceability of introducer agreements within the meaning of Section 24 of the
Contracts Act 1950.

2019
2018

•

Arch Reinsurance Ltd v Akay Holdings Ltd [2019] 1 CLJ 305 which sets out the applicable test for seeking a stay of proceedings pending reference to arbitration pursuant to Section 10 of
the Arbitration Act 2005.

•

Kamil Azman Bin Abdul Razak & Ors v Amanah Raya Bhd & Ors [2019] 4 MLJ 726 which sets out the applicable test relating to setting-aside of consent orders.

•

Far East Holdings Bhd & Anor v Majlis Ugama Islam dan Adat Resam Melayu Pahang and other appeals [2018] 1 MLJ 1 which sets out the applicable test for challenging an arbitration
award pursuant to the Section 42 of the Arbitration Act 2005 (prior to its amendment).

•

Dr Harikrishnan & Anor v Megat Noor Ishak Bin Megat Ibrahaim & Another Appeal [2018] 3 MLJ 281 which addresses the law relating to the application of the doctrine of non-delegable
duty of care and notion of vicarious liability in the context of medical negligence claims in Malaysia.

•

Letchuman Chettiar Alagappan (as Executor to SL Alameloo Achi (Deceased)) & Anor v Secure Plantation Sdn Bhd [2017] 5 CLJ 418 sets out the present test in relation to fraud and
forgery in Malaysia.

•

Zulhasnimar Hasan Basri & Anor v Dr Kuppu Velamani P & Ors [2017] 1 LNS 1057 discusses the distinction in respect of the duty of care imposed on medical practitioners in Malaysia in
respect of the diagnosis and treatment of a patient on the one hand and the duty to advise of risks of treatment on the other hand.

•

Dream Property Sdn Bhd v Atlas Housing Sdn Bhd [2015] 2 MLJ 441 is the leading case in Malaysia relating to the law of restitution, unjust enrichment and termination of agreements.

GET IN TOUCH

Cecil Abraham & Partners
answers your business enquiries &
protect your interests.

O U R LO C AT I O N
Suite 12.01, Level 12, Menara 1MK
1 Jalan Kiara, Mont' Kiara
50480 Kuala Lumpur
Malaysia
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